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By Georgie Anne Geyer
Dalily News Foreign Service

BAC LIIEU, South Vietnam—

tic town and Viet Cong battles
encircle it, a quiet young
Arzerican who does not be-
lieve in war gocs daily about
ks work.

wanee, 1., it is the best
place—cven the only place—
for a conscientious objector to
a¢ able to ponder the realities
of war.

seldom occurs 10 him, or to
most of the military personnel
in the town, But what is going

meticvious working out of cou-
scievee i the midst of war.

the tull, serious youth,
house in Bac Lieu: “As a con-
scientious objector, I had seat-
ed on my leit the absolutists
who refuse to co-operate with
the drait, On the right were

Jthosz who willingly went.

“Both sides were likely 10
make greater sacrifices than
I was. I felt obligated 1o make
pqually  demanding  commit-
ments, There is also a double

- puligation in holding to a

stand like this one.

fo Ronald Parwridge, 25, Ke-

The oddity of his situation
on in Partridge’s mind is a,

“I REASONED like this,”
| suid
Jsitting in his simple little

“You have the obligation to -
est out things in terms of’
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an
bligation to the community of
mankind to try to put this into .
practice — to show it is not
ust an idle stand.

“So for me the ideal way
as to come to Vietnam in a-
onmilitary way.”

165,
uaker Pendle Hill Study Cen-

ecided that was not enough.

He joined the International
oluntary Service (IVS), a
ghly respected Peace Corps-
pe organization. Of its 161
blunteers, 2 _are conscien-

:cz—r < e = =

ervice here. ‘

After beig assi gnad to
ach English at Bac Lieu
High School decp in the Viet
ng-infested Delta, Partridge ,
bpgan serting out the stages .
o] his adjustment io a very
(qreign peoplu and sxtuatxon.

—

“FIRST I noticed the great
(¥ferences between us,” he |
id. “Then I went through a
fthge when I realized that all
ankind is one. Then I came
ol the conclusion that there
g deep-seated differences.

'You get to a point where
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tpr in Pennsylvania when he .
¢

fyoursen. Can 1 uauy hve up | you begm
L Jo this? You also have
Whiic mortar shells explode in |

:

1 meaning to you,”

| Partridge sees few Ameri-!
' Jever| szud to him. _

A SHIMER College honor:
Jrudent who was drafted in
Partridge was serving as:
{ conscientious objector at the

~ high school.’ I have been able
ous ob_lecwls domg altemale"
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to grasp the mean-
ing of a different way of life
and you begin to understand
your own way of life and its

can® except one small group
~of civilians stationed there. His
.tosest friends are the Viet-
namese teachers he works
with, and he believes he has
“vaulled the barriers of coun-
Ary and wealth that embitter i}
other American-Vietnamese | .
‘relations. 1

“I am the oniy American in i

town called by name on the

' street by people I don’t know, "'
he says. “I hear them say,
‘That fellow teaches in the

[0 “create an image of an
American individual..
“There is a recurfent sus-

picion that 1. am CJA, how-‘ :

ever. They assume that no'
American will live with the
Vietnamese unless he’s after
" information.”

! PARTRIDGE was one of a|
number of IVS volunteers who, |

Milled with frustration over'l vith feal human beings.”

" what they felt was the hope- !
lessness of ever settline -the
 war, signed a letter las?t
ysummer  deeply

criticizing |
| American policy and saying i,
that the “Vxetnamese war isn'

Taic that some of the Amerij-
cai, mhtary in Bac Licu were
furiqus with him over this. But
larggly because of the inter-
cession. of other American mili-
tary| who respected his right
to speak out, not a word was_

P/ RTRIDG finished his
cons i‘em,ious-ol)jéclor‘
ihis Jmonth, and he could go
homd. But he probably will
stay lin Bac Licu to fihish his
IVS ferm, which ends next

year

am?
rst, I me.

Viety

“F many sincere

term |

“Hape his ideas (,han”c.d in ‘

JAmelicans,” he said.

munist government. Still

’ ‘"

lin ali, the only real
Hehanke in the character of my
"|peiiefs about war in general,
iland fhis one in particular, is
the added personal dimension.,
This has made it a real thing,

Thdn he wolked out onto the
irt Jtreet and rolled ou: his
pike fo go to the eight hours
bf I qscs he teachzs every
lay. |It Wwas a.strange place

. ieve lu walr,

“5ocond ¢

munist and people work-
ith the gzovernment who

not be compatible with'

gr_al man who, .does not be-_'
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